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FIBC Handling Guidelines
Part 3: Handling FIBCs with Cranes or Hoists



FIBC Handling Guidelines

When handling FIBCs with cranes or hoists, it is important to review the suggested guidelines 
below, along with any other safe handling guidelines specific to your product and facility. 

Handling FIBCs with Cranes or Hoists
part 3.1

This material was designed and distributed by FIBCA,
the flexible intermediate bulk container association.
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The FIBC is free from any damage that would compromise its strength

You use a crane or hoist with a rated capacity sufficient to support the filled FIBC.

The crane hooks, bars or fork-lift tines used for lifting are free from sharp edges or protrusions.  
Crane hooks, bars or fork-lift tines must be of adequate size with edges rounded to at least the 
thickness of the lift loops, sleeves, etc. used to support the FIBC. The radius must be a minimum  
of 5 mm.

Any devices used to handle FIBCs are designed for FIBCs and adhere to approved  
handling methods.

All lift loops or sleeves are vertical to prevent damaging lateral forces.

A FIBC is suspended per the manufacturer’s instructions and using all lift loops, sleeves,  
etc provided.

The rated capacity of any device used to suspend or support a filled FIBC is of sufficient  
strength capacity.

A FIBC is raised and lowered smoothly. 

Always ensure you have a clear line of site before moving a FIBC.

All personnel are safely clear of any potential hazards.

You adhere to the FIBC manufacturer’s recommendations and any instructions printed on the  
label or FIBC.

You adhere to all applicable regulatory and safety requirements.

When using a Crane or Hoist always ensure...



FIBC Handling Guidelines

When handling FIBCs with cranes or hoists, it is important to review the suggested guidelines 
below, along with any other safe handling guidelines specific to your product and facility. 

Handling FIBCs with Cranes or Hoists
part 3.2

This material was designed and distributed by FIBCA,
the flexible intermediate bulk container association.
FIBCA.COM

When using a Crane or Hoist

Never handle a damaged FIBC.

Never exceed the rated lifting capacity of the crane or hoist.

Never handle FIBCs with a device not designed for FIBCs.

Never lift a FIBC if the lift loops, sleeves, etc. are not vertical.

Never gather loops to lift with one hook, unless the FIBC is specifically designed and approved by 
the manufacturer for that specific use.

Never suspend a FIBC using fewer lift loops, sleeves, etc than have been provided.

Never subject a FIBC to sudden lifts or sudden stops.

Never move the FIBC if your line of sight is blocked.

Never allow personnel under a suspended FIBC.

Never allow personnel to place an arm or other appendage under a suspended FIBC.

Never handle a FIBC in a manner not specifically approved by the FIBC manufacturer.

Never deviate from applicable regulatory and safety requirements.

WARNING



FIBC Handling Guidelines

Attached are generic FIBC handling guidelines that could be used as a reference in various situa-
tions. By accessing and/or using some portion or all of these handling guidelines, users (“User(s)”) 
agree to be legally bound and to abide by the terms set forth below.

Any use of these guidelines is at the Users’ own risk. FIBCA does not warrant the accuracy or 
timeliness of the handling guidelines, nor does it warrant that the handling guidelines comply with 
all governing laws or regulations.  FIBCA has no liability for any errors or omissions in the handling 
guidelines, whether provided by FIBCA or third parties.  FIBCA does not warrant that the handling 
guidelines are reasonably appropriate for any particular circumstance and there may be circum-
stances where different or additional warnings and/or handling guidelines are required.  

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH INDIVIDUAL COMPANYTO ENSURE THAT THEIR HANDLING 
GUIDELINES ARE REASONABLY APPROPRIATE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND COMPLIES 
WITH THE LAW.  FIBCA ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY IN THAT REGARD.

THESE HANDLING GUIDELINES ARE PROVIDED TO YOU ON AN “AS IS” AND “WHERE-IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY. FIBCA, FOR ITSELF AND ANY THIRD PARTY PROVIDING SERVICES 
OR CONTENT IN CONNECTION WITH  THE HANDLING GUIDELINES, MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS 
OR WARRANTIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE HANDLING GUIDELINES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIM-
ITED TO THE QUALITY, SUITABILITY, TRUTH, ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF ANY INFORMA-
TION CONTAINED IN THE HANDLING GUIDELINES. ALL CONDITIONS, REPRESENTATIONS AND 
WARRANTIES, WHETHER EXPRESS, IMPLIED, STATUTORY OR OTHERWISE, INCLUDING ANY IM-
PLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR NON-IN-
FRINGEMENT OF THIRD PARTY RIGHTS, ARE HEREBY DISCLAIMED. FIBCA WILL NOT BE LIABLE 
TO YOU OR ANY THIRD PARTY FOR ANY DAMAGES OF ANY KIND, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES, ARISING FROM 
OR CONNECTED WITH THE HANDLING GUIDELINES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, YOUR USE 
OF THIS HANDLING GUIDELINES OR YOUR INABILITY TO USE THE HANDLING GUIDELINES, EVEN 
IF FIBCA HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.
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